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question about this in  the   Imperial Parliament*   We shall await the
outcome.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 7-4-1906
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PERMITS
Permit difficulties are increasing and people get no relief. The appli-
cations of refugees lie unattended to. Regulations go on changing conti-
nuously. Now fuel has been added to the fire. Mr. Suliman Manga,
who is a relative of Mr. Ismail Manga, the well-known merchant of Dela-
goa Bay and is reading for the bar in England, came here recently
to visit his relatives. He got down at Durban, and wanted to proceed
to Delagoa Bay via the Transvaal. Mr. Gandhi applied for a temporary
permit on his behalf, but the Colonial Secretary refused it. Mr. Manga
waited for a few days at Durban, and then proceeded to Delagoa Bay by
sea. From there, he applied again, [this time] himself, but got a reply in
the negative. So far, the matter was dealt with on the assumption that
Mr. Manga was a British subject. Mr. Manga, who came seized with
the British spirit [of freedom], was not the sort of person who
would sit back. Taking advantage of the fact that he was born at
Daman1 and was therefore a Portuguese subject, he approached the
Secretary to the Government in Delagoa Bay and applied for a permit.
Thereupon the Secretary immediately wrote to the British Consul, who
issued the necessary permit without delay. This shows that, had Mr.
Manga been a British subject, he could not have set foot on the golden
land of the Transvaal; but he could do so at once by virtue of his being
a Portuguese subject.
Mr. Manga spent a day at Johannesburg and has returned to Delagoa
Bay. The Association2 has written to the Government about this anomaly.
It has written also to Lord Selborne, who, while acknowledging receipt
of the letter, says that he is inquiring into the matter. Mr. Gandhi
has also written a letter to the Transvaal Leader.* It is possible that the
gross injustice done in Mr. Suliman Manga's case may open the eyes of
the indolent British Government. When a permit was refused to Mr.
Nomura, a Japanese subject, a wave of excitement passed over the whole
of the Transvaal.4 But is there none to care for a British subject in a
similar plight?
1 Portuguese possession in India
2 British. Indian Association
3 Vide p. 262.
4 Vide "Permit Hardships in the Transvaal", p. 255.